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1
LIGHT-POWERED SMART CARD FOR
ON-LINE TRANSACTION PROCESSING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and claims the benefit
of, co-pending and co-owned U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/160,664, which was filed on Jun. 15, 2011, the entire
contents of which are herein incorporated by reference.

Furthermore, the present application is related in some
aspects to commonly owned and co-pending U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/103,682, entitled “AUTOMATED
CARD INFORMATION EXCHANGE PURSUANT TO A
COMMERCIAL TRANSACTION,” which was filed on May
9, 2011, the entire contents of which are herein incorporated
by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

In general, the present invention relates to transaction pro-
cessing. Specifically, the present invention relates to a light
powered, multi-function smart card and method for auto-
mated information exchange pursuant to a commercial trans-
action.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Current identification cards typically use static informa-
tion for online uses. Such static information is generally easy
to hack and/or intercept. Additional instruments/hardware for
user identification can increase costs and/or may be unrealis-
tic to use due to the volume of potential users/customers and
the number of cards processed at any given point of sale.

U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,533,828 and 7,278,581 disclose an elec-
tronic credit card device which includes a keypad, display,
speaker, infrared (IR) data input/output (I/0), and radio fre-
quency components.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,205,473 discloses a smart card with an
integrated flexible photovoltaic cell or a display module.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,641,050 discloses a smart card that incor-
porates an electronic fuse and random number generator to
improve user authentication security functions during finan-
cial transactions.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,325,285 discloses a smart card with an
integrated fingerprint reader surface.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,050,494 discloses a smart card with an
integrated circuit board, a LCD device, a solar cell unit, and
an IC which is connected to all electrical components of the
smart card.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,954,985 discloses a data storage card with
an integrated liquid crystal display and a data storage region.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,916,296 discloses a smart card which uti-
lizes “light modulated by a spatial light modulating device” to
transmit stored data.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,758,718 discloses a secure IC card.

U.S. Patent Application 20090248581 discloses a payment
card that includes a “display to support card-not-present
transactions where no card reader is available to automate the
transaction”.

U.S. Patent Application 20070241183 discloses a similar
“user display for card-not-present transactions” as
20090248581 but the displayed code is a personal identifica-
tion number (PIN) rather than a unique account number.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,814,332 discloses a biometrics payment
device that primarily deals with voiceprint biometric data.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,780,091, 7,690,577, and 7,637,434 dis-
close a method for registering biometric information for use
in an RFID transponder-reader system.

U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,677,459 and 6,997,381 disclose a smart
card reader with dual card insertion points.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,543,156 discloses a transaction authentica-
tion card which uses biometric input and a wireless output.

U.S. Pat.No. 7,500,616 discloses a system and methods for
biometric security using multiple biometrics in a system.

U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,451,925, 7,451,924, 7,445,149, 7,438,234
and 7,314,164 disclose a system and methods for biometric
security.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,341,181 discloses a method for biometric
security using a smartcard.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,277,562 discloses a biometric imaging
capture system and method.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,172,115 discloses a biometric identification
system that includes one or more identification devices or
cards.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,662,166 discloses a method and device for
token-less authorization of an electronic payment.

U.S. Patent Application 20100082444 discloses a portable
point of purchase user interface that can include near field
communication devices, camera, scanner, and a biometric
sensor for acquiring the identification or payment informa-
tion.

U.S. Patent Application 20080278325 discloses a pro-
grammable RFID transponder for transmitting unique iden-
tifier data stored in the RFID transponder.

U.S. Patent Application 20080040274 discloses a method
for making secure electronic payments using communica-
tions devices and biometric data.

U.S. Patent Application 20070033150 discloses a biomet-
ric web payment system.

U.S. Patent Application 20060224504 discloses a mobile
biometric merchant transaction device.

U.S. Patent Application 20060170530 discloses a finger-
print-based authentication method.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In general, embodiments of the present invention relate to
a light-powered smart card and associated methods for auto-
mated information (static and dynamic) exchange pursuant to
a commercial transaction. In a typical embodiment, the card
(e.g., acredit card, a debit card and/or a smart card) comprises
(among other things) an energy component for providing
power to the card. Upon powering up via a light source,
including light from the interfacing terminal’s backlight, a
terminal (e.g., a point of sale terminal) will scan/read card
information shared between the card and the card company
(e.g., upon swiping or placing of the card), and generate a
corresponding source validation code (SVC). SVC might be
influenced by the account information and card’s usage his-
tory that commonly stored in the card and card company. An
optional imager/image array positioned on the back of the
card will scan/read the SVC, and card validation code (CVC)
logic on the card will generate a CVC based onthe SVC (e.g.,
based on a validation result of the SVC). CVC might be also
influenced by the account information and card history. An
optional biometric reader positioned on a front side of the
card can take a biometric reading (e.g., a fingerprint) from a
user of the card, and corresponding user validation code
(UVCQ) logic will generate a UVC based on the biometric
reading. UVC might be stored in card, card company, or both
by card and card company by sharing common and exclusive
user and biometric information. Collectively, a pass/fail result
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can be generated based onthe SVC, CVC, (and optionally, the
UVC). This result and/or the underlying codes are then manu-
ally input by the user via a web browser or an interface
application and returned to the credit card company which
will analyze the codes and results against a database and
provide a final authorization (or declining of the transaction).

Afirstaspect of the present invention provides a method for
automated card information exchange pursuant to a commer-
cial transaction, comprising: activating a card used to com-
plete the commercial transaction using a light source; trans-
mitting card information associated with the card to a
terminal associated with the commercial transaction; receiv-
ing a source verification code (SVC) via an imager positioned
on the card, the SVC being generated based on the card
information; generating a card validation code (CVC) on the
card using the SVC; generating a user validation code (UVC)
pertaining to a validation of a user, the UVC code being
generated based on a biometric reading taken via a biometric
reader positioned on the card; communicating the SVC, the
CVC, and the UVC to a transaction validator via a website or
an interface application; and validating the commercial trans-
action based on the SVC, the CVC, and the UVC.SVC, CVC,
and UVC are generated interactively. Card usage history held
by card itself and card company might be used for SVC, CVC,
and UVC. UVC might be a personal identification code
(PIN), or biometric information kept in the card, card com-
pany, or both the card and card company. Biometric UVC
information might be shared between card and card company
exclusively and inclusively, so that whole information cannot
be established by a single party.

A second aspect of the present invention provides a card for
automated card information exchange pursuant to a commer-
cial transaction, comprising: an energy component for pro-
viding power to the card; an imager for receiving a source
verification code (SVC) from a terminal associated with the
commercial transaction, the SVC being generated based on
the card information; card validation code (CVC) logic for
generating a CVC based on SVC; a biometric reader for
taking a biometric reading from a user of the card; and user
validation code (UVC) logic for generating a UVC based on
the biometric reading.

A third aspect of the present invention provides a card for
automated card information exchange pursuant to a commer-
cial transaction, comprising: an energy component for pro-
viding power to the card; an imager for receiving a source
verification code (SVC) from a terminal associated with the
commercial transaction, the SVC being generated based on
card information; card validation code (CVC) logic for gen-
erating a CVC based on SVC; a biometric reader for taking a
biometric reading from a user of the card; user validation code
(UVC) logic for generating a UVC based on the biometric
reading; and validation logic for generating a validation result
based on the SVC, the CVC, and the UVC.

A fourth aspect of the present invention provides a method
for automated card information exchange pursuant to a com-
mercial transaction, comprising: activating a card used to
complete the commercial transaction using a light source;
transmitting card information associated with the card to a
terminal associated with the commercial transaction; receiv-
ing a source verification code (SVC) via an imager positioned
on the card, the SVC being generated based on the card
information; generating a card validation code (CVC) on the
card using the SVC; and communicating the VC and the SVS
via a website to a transaction validator; and validating the
commercial transaction based on the SVC and the CVC via
the transaction validator.
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4
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features of this invention will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description of
the various aspects of the invention taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 depicts an RFID configuration according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 depicts a front and back of a multi-function card
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 depicts the card of FIG. 2 as used pursuant to a
commercial transaction according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of the card of FIG. 2
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 depicts a method flow diagram according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 depicts another method flow diagram according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 depicts another method flow diagram according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 depicts another method flow diagram according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

The drawings are not necessarily to scale. The drawings are
merely schematic representations, not intended to portray
specific parameters of the invention. The drawings are
intended to depict only typical embodiments of the invention,
and therefore should not be considered as limiting the scope
of the invention. In the drawings, like numbering represents
like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Iustrative embodiments will now be described more fully
herein with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which exemplary embodiments are shown. This disclosure
may, however, be embodied in many different forms and
should not be construed as limited to the exemplary embodi-
ments set forth herein. Rather, these exemplary embodiments
are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete and will fully convey the scope of this disclosure to
those skilled in the art. In the description, details of well-
known features and techniques may be omitted to avoid
unnecessarily obscuring the presented embodiments.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of'this disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”,“an”, and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. Further-
more, the use of the terms “a”, “an”, etc., do not denote a
limitation of quantity, but rather denote the presence of at
least one of the referenced items. It will be further understood
that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising”, or
“includes” and/or “including”, when used in this specifica-
tion, specity the presence of stated features, regions, integers,
steps, operations, elements, and/or components, but do not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other fea-
tures, regions, integers, steps, operations, elements, compo-
nents, and/or groups thereof.

In general, embodiments of the present invention relate to
a light-powered smart card and associated methods for auto-
mated information (static and dynamic) exchange pursuant to
a commercial transaction. In a typical embodiment, the card
(e.g., acredit card, a debit card and/or a smart card) comprises
(among other things) an energy component for providing
power to the card. Upon powering up via a light source, a
terminal (e.g., a point of sale terminal) will scan/read card
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information shared between the card and the card company
(e.g., upon swiping of the card), and generate a corresponding
source validation code (SVC). An optional imager/image
array positioned on the back of the card will scan/read the
SVC, and card validation code (CVC) logic on the card will
generate a CVC based onthe SVC (e.g., based on a validation
result of the SVC). An optional biometric reader positioned
on a front side of the card can take a biometric reading (e.g.,
a fingerprint) from a user of the card, and corresponding user
validation code (UVC) logic will generate a UVC based on
the biometric reading. Collectively, a pass/fail result can be
generated based on the SVC, CVC, (and optionally, the
UVC). This result and/or the underlying codes are then manu-
ally input by the user via a web browser, or an interface
application and returned to the credit card company which
will analyze the codes and results against a database and
provide a final authorization (or declining of the transaction).

It is understood that the term “card” as use herein is
intended to mean any type of card now known or later devel-
oped that can be used pursuant to a commercial transaction.
Along these lines, radio-frequency identification (RFID)
technology could be implemented (e.g., in a smart card
embodiment). As such, this disclosure includes a description
of RFID.

In general, RFID is a technology that incorporates the use
of electromagnetic or electrostatic coupling in the radio fre-
quency (RF) portion of the electromagnetic spectrum to
uniquely identify an object, animal, or person. RFID is com-
ing into increasing use in the industry as an alternative to the
bar code. The advantage of RFID is that it does not require
direct contact or line-of-sight scanning. An RFID system
consists of three components: an antenna and transceiver
(often combined into one reader) and a transponder (the tag).
The antenna uses radio frequency waves to transmit a signal
that activates the transponder. When activated, the tag trans-
mits data back to the antenna. The data is used to notify a
programmable logic controller that an action should occur.
The action could be as simple as raising an access gate or as
complicated as interfacing with a database to carry out a
monetary transaction. Low-frequency RFID systems (e.g., 30
KHz to 500 KHz) have short transmission ranges (generally
less than six feet). High-frequency RFID systems (850 MHz
to 950 MHz and 2.4 GHz to 2.5 GHz) offer longer transmis-
sion ranges (more than 90 feet). RFID is sometimes called
dedicated short range communication (DSRC).

RFID tags and labels (collectively referred to herein as
“devices” or transponders) are widely used to associate an
object with an identification code or other information. RFID
devices generally have a combination of antennas and analog
and/or digital electronics, which may include, for example,
communications electronics, data memory, and control logic.
For example, RFID tags are used in conjunction with security
locks in cars, for access control to buildings, and for tracking
inventory and parcels. As noted above, RFID devices are
generally categorized as labels or tags. RFID labels are RFID
devices that are adhesive or otherwise have a surface attached
directly to objects. RFID tags, in contrast, are secured to
objects by other means (for example, by use of a plastic
fastener, string, or other fastening means).

RFID devices include: (1) active tags and labels, which
include a power source for broadcasting signals; and (2)
passive tags and labels, which do not. In the case of passive
devices, in order to retrieve the information from the chip, a
“base station” or “reader” sends an excitation signal to the
RFID tag or label. The excitation signal energizes the tag or
label, and the RFID circuitry transmits the stored information
back to the reader. The RFID reader receives and decodes the
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information from the RFID tag. In general, RFID tags can
retain and communicate enough information to uniquely
identify individuals, packages, inventory, and the like. RFID
tags and labels also can be characterized as those to which
information is written only once (although the information
may be read repeatedly), and those to which information may
be written to repeatedly during use. For example, RFID tags
may store environmental data (that may be detected by an
associated sensor), logistical histories, state data, etc.

Along these lines, RFID devices can be further character-
ized as passive, semi-passive, and active RFID devices. Pas-
sive RFID devices have no internal power supply. Power for
operation of passive RFID devices is provided by the energy
in an incoming radio frequency signal received by the device.
Most passive RFID devices signal by backscattering the car-
rier wave from an RF reader. Passive RFID devices have the
advantage of simplicity and long life, although performance
of them may be limited. In general, the teachings recited
herein pertain to passive RFID technology

Referring now to FIG. 1, an illustrative RFID configuration
according to the present invention is shown. As depicted,
configuration 10 shows an RFID transceiver/reader 12 com-
municating with RFID transponder 14. Transponder 14 can
be any type of RFID transponder now known or later devel-
oped. Examples include the aforementioned labels and/or
tags. As further shown, RFID reader 12 and RFID transpon-
der 14 will exchange data (e.g., security information, etc.).
Under the present invention, these types of components will
be leveraged to create a strong passive ad-hoc RFID network
that is (among other things) capable of communicating over
longer distances and around physical objects.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a card (e.g., a credit card, a debit
card and/or a smart card) 20 according to an embodiment of
the present invention is shown. Card 20 can be equipped to
communicate in an RFID manner using any of the aforemen-
tioned description. In any event, card 20 includes a front side
and a back or magnetic stripe side. As depicted in FIG. 2, card
20 includes card information 36, a dynamic display 32, and a
biometric reader 30. As further shown, the back side of card
20 includes an energy component 24 (e.g., a solar panel cell
and/or a photon-to-electric energy converter) for providing
power to card 20, an imager/image array 26, and magnetic
strip 33. As further shown, embedded within the card, is
integrated circuit/controller 34 and corresponding logic. The
functions and interrelationships between the components of
FIG. 2 will be described in conjunction with FIG. 3.

As shown in FIG. 3, when a commercial transaction is
being conducted, card 20 will be placed in proximity and/or
alignment with a point of sale terminal 40 or the like (or a
display associated therewith), and powered-up/activated via
energy component 24. The terminal displays alignment infor-
mation for the card. The alignment places energy conversion
component to face a display area that intentionally transpar-
ent to backlight maximally, which results in white back-
ground color on the terminal display usually, so that the light
energy conversion component gets maximum energy. Termi-
nal screen brightness might be controlled for higher bright-
ness by the interface application or web browser to increase
light energy available to card. Card information 36 (e.g., the
card number, expiration, user name, security code, etc) is
shared by the card company and/or the card is accessed.
Either terminal 40 or a server associated therewith will then
generate a source verification code (SVC) 44 based on the
card information and/or historical purchase data associated
with card 20. SVC 44 (e.g., a 2-D code or 2-D varying with
motion) will be displayed on terminal 40 and can be scanned/
read by imager 26 on back of card 20. Once read by card 20,
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card validation code (CVC) logic within the card (e.g., as
implemented via integrated circuit 34) will generate a CVC
on the card using the SVC. Specifically, the CVC logic will
attempt to validate the SVC, and then generate a CVC based
on the validation result. Thereafter, optional biometric reader
will be used to optionally capture a biometric reading (e.g., a
fingerprint) associated with a user of card 20. Based on the
biometric reading, user validation code (UVC) logic will
generate a UVC confirming whether the user is the owner of
card 20. This can occur by comparing the biometric reading to
one saved locally on the card. Thereafter, the commercial
transaction will be validated based on the SVC, the CVC, and
the UVC. Such validation can occur using validation logic
also stored on card 20, and/or via a server associated with
terminal 40. In the case of the latter, the user will manually
input the SVC, the CVC, and the UVC (if utilized) into a
website, which will be communicated to a transaction vali-
dator (e.g., a credit card company). In either event, a corre-
sponding validation result can be displayed on front display
32 of card 20.

Referring now to FIG. 4, a block diagram of card 20 is
shown. As depicted, energy component 24, imager 26, bio-
metric reader 30, front display 32, and controller/integrate
circuit 34 are coupled via one or more other components.
Such components can include a voltage regulator 52, a
capacitor and/or battery 54, and memory 56 (e.g., non-vola-
tile) for storing the aforementioned logic (e.g., CVC logic,
UVC logic, validation logic, etc.), which is implemented by
controller 34. As further shown, the card can include an RFID
component 50 for communicating with the terminal of FIG. 3
via RFID means.

FIGS. 5-8 depict various method/process flow diagrams
according to the present invention. It is understood that these
methods/processes will be implemented and/or carried out
using the teachings recited in conjunction with FIGS. 1-4.

Referring first to FIG. 5, a method for validation based on
an SVC and CVC is shown (e.g., without biomterics/UVC).
In step R1, card user input (e.g., billing information) is sent to
a card company server (via the back display) where it is
received in step R2. In step R3, the information is cross-
referenced against a database, and a SVC is generated and
sent back to the card (via the imager) where the SVC is
received, analyzed and compared to card memory in step R4.
In step R5, a CVC is generated based on a validation of the
SVC. In step R6, the code(s) are passed via the back display
to the terminal (e.g., via manual input into a web browser or
the like), and passed to a credit card company server in step
R7.In step R8, the codes are validated against a database, and
if successful, the transaction/checkout is completed in step
R9.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a method flow diagram for vali-
dating a transaction based on a SCS, CVC, and UVC accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention is shown (e.g.,
with biometrics/UVC). In step S1, card user input (e.g., bill-
ing information) is sent to a card company server (via the back
display) where it is received in step S2. In step S3, the infor-
mation is cross-referenced against a database, and a SVC is
generated and sent back to the card (via the imager) where the
SVC is received, analyzed and compared to card memory in
step S4. In step S5, a fingerprint is captured and used to
generate a UVC. In step S6, a CVC is generated based on a
validation of the SVC. In step S7, the code(s) are passed via
manual entry into a website or the like to a transaction vali-
dator/credit card company in step S8. In step S9, the codes are
validated against a database, and if successful, the transac-
tion/checkout is completed in step S10.
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Referring now to FIG. 7, a method flow diagram for card-
based validation/verification of a transaction according to an
embodiment of the present invention is shown (without bio-
metrics/UVC). In step T1, a user begins online checkout
pursuant to a commercial transaction. In step T2, card user
information (e.g., billing information) is input. In step T3, the
card information is sent to a card company server. In step T4,
the credit card company will generate the SVC as a 2-D
encoded image. In step T5, the website will display the SVC
with an alignment marker. In step T6, the user will align the
image on the back ofthe card to the screen. In step T7, the card
is powered-up/activated (via the energy component on the
back of the card). In step T8, the SVC is read (e.g., via the
image on the back of the card) and it is determined whether
the SVC is valid. If not, the card displays an unsafe source
message (e.g., via the front display) in step T9. However, if
the code was valid, the card will verify the user’s information
in step T10. In step T11, it is determined whether the user was
valid. If not, the card displays an unknown user message in
step T12. If the user is valid, the card displays the SVC and
CVC codes in step T13. Then, in step T14, the user inputs the
code(s) into a website or the like for transmission to a trans-
action validator/credit card company. In step T15, it is deter-
mined whether the codes are valid. If not, the transaction is
rejected in step T16. If the codes are valid, the transaction is
approved.

Referring now to FIG. 8, a method flow diagram for server-
based validation/verification of a transaction according to an
embodiment of the present invention is shown (with biomet-
rics/UVC). Instep U1, a user begins online checkout pursuant
to acommercial transaction. In step U2, card user information
(e.g., billing information) is input. In step U3, the card infor-
mation is sent to a card company server. In step U4, the credit
card company will generate the SVC as a 2-D encoded image.
In step U5, the website will display the SVC with an align-
ment marker. In step U6, the user will align the image on the
back of the card to the screen. In step U7, the card is powered-
up/activated (via the energy component on the back of the
card). In step U8, the SVC is read (e.g., via the image on the
back of the card) and it is determined whether the SVC is
valid. If not, the card displays an unsafe source message (e.g.,
via the front display) in step U9. However, if the code was
valid, the card will verify the user’s information in step U10
(e.g., validate the UVC generated pursuant to a fingerprint
scan). In step U11, the SVC, CVC, and UVC are displayed on
the card (via the back display). In step U12, the user inputs the
codes for transmission the code(s) into a website for trans-
mission to the transaction validator/credit card company/
server. In step U13, it is determined by the server whether the
user was valid. If not, the transaction is rejected in step U14.
If the code(s) are valid, the transaction is validated and
approved in Step U15.

The foregoing description of various aspects of the inven-
tion has been presented for purposes of illustration and
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise form disclosed and, obviously, many
modifications and variations are possible. Such modifications
and variations that may be apparent to a person skilled in the
art are intended to be included within the scope of the inven-
tion as defined by the accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for automated card information exchange,
comprising:
accessing information from a card that has an energy com-
ponent that provides power to the card, the information
being associated with the card;
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generating a source verification code (SVC) based on the

information;
obtaining a user validation code (UVC) pertaining to a
validation of a user, the UVC code being generated
based on a biometric reading generated by the card; and

validating a transaction based on at least one of the SVC
and the UVC.

2. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

activating the card by bringing the card into proximity with

a light source.

3. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

displaying the SVC for an imager positioned on the card,

where the information comprises at least one of a card
number, an expiration date, a user name, a security code,
and a usage history.

4. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

obtaining a card validation code (CVC) generated on the

card using the SVC, where the CVC s invalid if the SVC
is invalid.

5. The method of claim 4, the method further comprising:

communicating the a least one of the SVC, the CVC, and

the UVC to a transaction validator.

6. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

validating the transaction using a validation logic compo-

nent stored on the card.
7. The method of claim 1, the card being at least one of the
following: a credit card, a debit card, or a smart card.
8. The method of claim 1, an RFID component on the card
being used in at least one of: accessing information associated
with the card, obtaining the UVC, and validating the transac-
tion.
9. A method for automated card information exchange,
comprising:
accessing information from a card that has an energy com-
ponent that is activated by alignment with a light source,
the information being associated with the card;

generating a source verification code (SVC) based on the
information;

obtaining a card validation code (CVC) generated on the

card using the SVC; and

validating a transaction based on at least one of the SVC

and the CVC.

10. The method of claim 9, the method further comprising:

obtaining a user validation code (UVC) pertaining to a

validation of a user, the UVC code being generated
based on a biometric reading generated by the card.
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11. The method of claim 9, an RFID component on the card
being used in atleast one of: accessing information associated
with the card, obtaining the CVC, and validating the transac-
tion.

12. The method of claim 9, the method further comprising:

displaying the SVC for an imager positioned on the card,

where the information comprises at least one of a card
number, an expiration date, a user name, a security code,
and a usage history.

13. The method of claim 9, the card being at least one ofthe
following: a credit card, a debit card, or a smart card.

14. The method of claim 9, where the validating takes place
using at least one of: a validation logic component stored on
the card and a server associated with the transaction.

15. A card for automated card information exchange, com-
prising:

an energy component configured to use light energy to

power the card;

an imager configured to receive a source verification code

(SVC) from a display associated with the commercial
transaction, the SVC being generated based on card
information; and

card validation code (CVC) logic configured to generate a

CVC based on the SVC.

16. The card of claim 15, the card further comprising:

an RFID transponder configured to communicate the card

information.

17. The card of claim 15, the card further comprising:

avalidation logic configured to generate a validation result

based on at least one of the SVC and the CVC.

18. The card of claim 15, where at least one of the SVC and
the CVC are sent to a transaction validator by a website to
validate a transaction.

19. The card of claim 18, the card further comprising:

a biometric reader configured to take a biometric reading of

a user of the card; and
user validation code (UVC) logic configured to generate a
UVC based on the biometric reading;

wherein the UVC is used in the validation.

20. The card of claim 15, where the energy component
comprises at least one of a solar panel cell and a photon-to-
electric energy converter, and the card is at least one of: a
credit card, a debit card, and a smart card.
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